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Special City Council Meeting  February 29, 2016 

   
CITY OF EASTVALE 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
 

Eastvale City Hall 

12363 Limonite Ave, Suite 910, Eastvale, CA 91752 

Monday, February 29, 2016, at 5:00 P.M. 
 

City Council 

Ike Bootsma, Mayor 

Joseph Tessari, Mayor Pro Tem 
 

Councilmembers 

Clint Lorimore; Adam Rush; Bill Link 
  

Michele Nissen, City Manager 

John Cavanaugh, City Attorney 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER   
 

2. ROLL CALL//PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

3.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

4.1 Circle City Substation and Mira Loma-Jefferson 66 Kilovolt Subtransmission 

Line Project 

 

 RECOMMENDATION: Adopt a Resolution entitled: 

 

OPPOSITION TO INSTALLATION OF NEW POLES AND NEW 

OVERHEAD 66kV SUBTRANSMISSION POWER LINE BY SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA EDISON (SCE) – CIRCLE CITY SUBSTATION AND 

MIRA LOMA-JEFFERSON 66kV SUBTRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT 

(A.15-12-007) 

 

5.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
The next regular meeting of the Eastvale City Council will be held on March 9, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at Rosa Parks 

Elementary School, 13830 Whispering Hills Drive, Eastvale, CA 92880. 
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In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 

meeting, please contact the City of Eastvale.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the 

City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

 

I, Marc Donohue, City Clerk or my designee, hereby certify that a true and correct, accurate copy of the foregoing 

agenda was posted seventy-two (72) hours prior to the meeting, per Government Code 54954.2, at the following 

locations: City Hall, 12363 Limonite Ave. Suite 910; Rosa Parks Elementary School, 13830 Whispering Hills Drive; 

Eastvale Library, 7447 Scholar Way; and on the City’s website (www.eastvaleca.gov)  

http://www.eastvaleca.gov/
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Item 4.1  

 
DATE:  FEBRUARY 29, 2016 

 

TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS 

 

FROM: MICHELE NISSEN, CITY MANAGER 

 

SUBJECT: CIRCLE CITY SUBSTATION AND MIRA LOMA-JEFFERSON 

66 KILOVOLT SUBTRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT  

 

 
RECOMMENDATION: ADOPT A RESOLUTION ENTITLED: 

 

OPPOSITION TO INSTALLATION OF NEW POLES AND NEW OVERHEAD 66kV 

SUBTRANSMISSION POWER LINE BY SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON (SCE) – 

CIRCLE CITY SUBSTATION AND MIRA LOMA-JEFFERSON 66kV 

SUBTRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT (A.15-12-007)

 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

In 2012 Southern California Edison (SCE) staff met with City of Eastvale staff to discuss a 

proposed project in the City of Eastvale: Circle City Substation and Mira Loma-Jefferson 66kV 

Subtransmission Line Project.  SCE staff was advised at the time that additional, new 

subtransmission lines in the City of Eastvale were not desired.  SCE put the project on hold due 

to other SCE projects taking priority.  On August 18, 2015 SCE staff returned to Eastvale City 

Hall in order to provide a status update on the project and advise that the project was moving 

forward.  During the meeting staff requested that SCE come to a City Council meeting to provide 

a public presentation on the project.  SCE staff advised City staff that they would schedule public 

meetings in Eastvale and would be meeting one-on-one with Council Members.  At the time, 

City staff also advised SCE that the City would take the position to request undergrounding of 

the subtransmission lines. 

 

On October 13, 2015, SCE staff advised the City via email that they would begin door-to-door 

education and outreach in the City of Eastvale focusing on residents along Hellman, north of 

Schleisman.  They also advised that they would mail information to the residents within 600 feet 

of the proposed subtransmission line route (Attachment 1).  Staff expressed concern about the 

flyer because the images were misleading and failed to put the project into context for Eastvale 

residents. It also failed to explain how a resident could voice their position on the project because 

SCE had not yet formally filed an application with the California Public Utilities Commission 

(CPUC). SCE agreed to put images on their outreach letter that would put the project into 

context for Eastvale residents by using before and after photo renditions (Attachment 2). 

 

DISCUSSION 
 

On December 4, 2015 the City received SCE’s Notice of Application for Permit to Construct the 

Circle City Substation and Mira Loma-Jefferson Subtransmission Line Project (Attachment 3). 
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SCE advised City staff that public comments regarding the project were due by January 4, 2016.  

City staff prepared a template letter that citizens could use to request undergrounding and Mayor 

Bootsma signed a letter on behalf of the City to represent our position. Again, City staff asked 

when the public outreach meetings would be held in the City of Eastvale as nothing had been 

scheduled by SCE, however; a meeting was scheduled in the City of Corona. SCE staff said they 

would forward our request to the CPUC. 

 

On February 17, 2016, City staff met with Connie Chen, Project Manager with the California 

Public Utilities Commission.  The purpose of the meeting was to collect comments from the City 

regarding the project during the CPUC “Scoping Period.” City staff expressed concern and 

dissatisfaction with the process and asked when the CPUC would be holding a public outreach 

meeting in the City of Eastvale.  City staff was advised that a second meeting for the City of 

Corona was added on February 17, 2016 but the CPUC was not able to hold a meeting in 

Eastvale because they were not able to accommodate the request in their timeline prior to the 

close of the scoping period on February 29, 2016. City staff was also advised by the CPUC that 

any public comments received prior to their Scoping Period were not considered valid public 

comment for the project. 

City staff advised the CPUC that the City of Eastavale would hold its own public outreach 

meeting since they would not accommodate the request nor extend their scoping period timeline. 

City staff held a public outreach meeting on February 24, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. at Rosa Parks 

Elementary (Attachment 4). 

According to the CPUC, the City of Chino has identified their preferred alternate route as 

Archibald Ave. for the new subtransmission lines (Attachment 5).  The City of Eastvale is 

formally requesting that SCE underground all new subtransmission lines related to this project 

within the City of Eastvale.   

 

City staff were recently notified that the City of Corona legally filed a protest to the project on 

January 6, 2016 (Attachment 6). 

 

Staff recommends the adoption of Resolution No. 16-06 to demonstrate the City’s firm 

opposition to the installation of new poles and new overhead 66kV subtransmission power lines 

by Southern California Edison (SCE) – Circle City Substation and Mira Loma-Jefferson 66kV 

Subtransmission Line Project (A.15-12-007) in the City of Eastvale. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT  
 

None 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN IMPACT 

 

None  

 

ATTACHMENT  

 

1. SCE Project Summary Flyer 

2. SCE Courtesy Outreach Cover Letter mailed to residents 
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3. Notice of Application for Permit to Construct the Circle City Substation and Mira Loma-

Jefferson Subtransmission Line Project 

4. PowerPoint from Public Outreach Meeting on February 24, 2016 

5. Project Map 

6. Protest of the City of Corona 

7. Resolution No. 16-06 

 

 
Prepared by: Michele Nissen, City Manager 

Reviewed by: John Cavanaugh, City Attorney 



Project Summary: Circle City Substation and
Mira Loma-Jefferson Subtransmission Line

The Circle City Project is Southern California Edison’s (SCE) proposal to upgrade the region’s 
electrical infrastructure and improve reliability in the cities of Corona, Eastvale, and Norco. 
Portions of our existing infrastructure serving the area are near or at their reliable operating limits. 
Much of the electrical infrastructure that serves our communities was built decades ago, when the 
typical household’s electrical needs were very different. The proposed project addresses growth 
in the area and increasing electrical usage by our customers. The proposed project is necessary 
for SCE to continue to safely provide reliable power to our customers.

What is the Proposed Project?

• Construction of a new 66/12 kilovolt  
(kV) substation (Circle City Substation) 
in Corona.

• Construction of 2 new double-circuit 
66 kV subtransmission source lines  
to serve the proposed substation.

• Construction of a new 66 kV  
subtransmission line (Mira Loma- 
Jefferson line) starting at the existing 
Mira Loma Substation to a location 
adjacent to the existing Corona  
Substation. Upgrade from single to 
double circuit in some locations.

• Installation of telecommunications  
and distribution facilities.

What is the Timeline? 

• 2009-2015: SCE conducted project 
planning and public outreach  
activities.

• 4th quarter, 2015: SCE plans to file the 
project application with the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
starting regulatory review process.

• 2015-2017: CPUC Regulatory Review 
(Please visit project website for more 
information).

• 2019: Subject to all regulatory  
approvals, project construction is  
anticipated to begin.

• 2021: Project expected to be  
operational and in-service.



Visual Simulations of the Proposed Project

This project is part of our subtransmission 
system. The subtransmission system is 
an intermediate step between the higher 
voltage, bulk transmission system and the 
lower voltage, local distribution system. It 
is necessary to “step down” the voltage 
several times before electricity is delivered 
to individual customers. This project will 
help bring power to the local distribution 
system that feeds your individual homes 
and businesses.

Existing View from Magnolia Ave near Sherborn St Visual Simulation of Proposed Project (Source Line Route)

Existing View from River Road Park Visual Simulation of Proposed Project (Subtransmission Line)

Additional visual simulations are available on our project website

The Electric Grid

Circle City Substation & Mira Loma-Jefferson 
Subtransmission Line Project

Where Can I Get More Information?
Call Us: 1-866-464-2005 Option 1     Visit Our Website: www.sce.com/circlecity



 
 

 

November 20, 2015 

 

 

SUBJECT:  Update on the Circle City Substation and Mira Loma-Jefferson 66 kV 

Subtransmission Line Project 

 

 

Dear Neighbor, 

 

We are writing to provide you with an update on our permitting activities for the Circle City 

Substation and Mira Loma-Jefferson 66 kV Subtransmission Line Project (Circle City Project). 

The Circle City Project is necessary for us to continue to safely provide reliable power to our 

customers.  We have enclosed a project summary to help answer common questions about the 

Circle City Project.   

 

We are in the process of finalizing our project application, which we anticipate will be submitted 

to the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) for regulatory review before the end of the 

year.  As the regulator for investor-owned utilities, the CPUC is responsible for reviewing and 

approving major transmission projects, such as the Circle City Project.   

 

Please note there are multiple route alternatives, some of which are underground options.  State 

law requires that we provide at least one route alternative for consideration by the CPUC.  The 

project route will ultimately be determined by the CPUC through the regulatory review process, 

which is a multi-year process with additional opportunities for public input. 

 

Please review the enclosed project summary to learn more about the Circle City Project.  If you 

have additional questions, please visit our project website at www.sce.com/circlecity or call 

us at (866) 464-2005, option 1, to speak with a member of our Engagement Team. 

  

On the back of this letter you will find an additional visual simulation for the Eastvale area.  To 

view all the visual simulations for the project, please visit the project website listed above. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Enclosure 

 

http://www.sce.com/circlecity


  
Existing View from Hellman Avenue at Landerwood Drive looking north 

 

 
Visual Simulation of Proposed Project (Subtransmission Line) 

 











Public Comment Meeting: 
Circle City Substation 66 kV Line   

Feb. 24, 2015 



Project Summary  

• SCE is proposing to install 66 vK overhead line 
through Eastvale as part of a project to 
improve service locally. 

• Undergrounding is possible, but is not 
proposed by SCE for the Eastvale portion of 
the project (underground lines are proposed 
in Corona). 



Project Summary  

 



Project Title/Meetings So Far 

• Southern California Edison (SCE) Project – 
“Circle City Substation and Mira Loma-
Jefferson 66 kV Subtransmission Line Project” 

• CEQA Scoping Meetings by California Public 
Utilities Commission (CPUC):  
– Feb. 16, 2016 at Circle City Center (365 N. Main 

Street in Corona) 

– Feb. 17, 2106 at Corona Public Library 

– CPUC Decided not to hold a meeting in Eastvale  



Environmental Review Schedule 

Comments sent before 
January 29 will NOT be 

considered by the 
CPUC. 



Project Schedule 

• Approval process by the CPUC will take place 
in 2017. 

 

Website:  
www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/ 

esa/Circle_City/index.html 



Project Location  



Proposed Project and Alternative 
Components 



Proposed Project and Alternative 
Components 



Proposed Project and Alternative 
Components 



Project Summary  

 



Circle City Project Draft EIR 

• Executive Summary 

• Project Description 

• Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

• Cumulative Effects 

• Project Alternatives 

• Mitigation Monitoring, Reporting, and 
Compliance Plan 

 



Draft EIR Environmental Topics  

• Aesthetics 
• Agriculture and Forestry 

Resources 
• Air Quality 
• Biological Resources 
• Cultural Resources 
• Energy 
• Geology and Soils 
• Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
• Hazards and Hazardous 

Materials 

• Hydrology and Water 
Quality 

• Land Use and Planning 
• Mineral Resources 
• Noise  
• Population and Housing 
• Public Services 
• Recreation 
• Transportation and Traffic 
• Utilities and Service Systems 



Comment Topics 

YES: 

• Are there other topics the EIR should address? 

• Particular local concerns? 

• Local factors that the EIR writers should know 
about? 

NO: 

• Letters opposing the project (these come 
later) 



Public Comments 

Comments can be submitted in several ways: 

• Testimony at tonight’s meeting 

• Written comments tonight (comment forms 
provided) 

• Send comments via email by Feb 29 

• Send written comments by Feb 29  

• The City will include prior comments with our 
letter. 

 



Where to Send Comments 

Connie Chen 

Circle City Project 
c/o Environmental Science Associates 

1425 North McDowell Boulevard, Suite 200 
Petaluma, CA 94954 
Fax:  (707) 795-0902 

E-mail: CircleCityEIR@esassoc.com 
 

Website:  
www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/Circle_City

/index.html   
Deadline: February 29, 2016 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16-06 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EASTVALE DECLARING 

OPPOSITION TO INSTALLATION OF NEW POLES AND NEW OVERHEAD 66kV 

SUBTRANSMISSION POWER LINE BY SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON (SCE) – 

CIRCLE CITY SUBSTATION AND MIRA LOMA-JEFFERSON 66kV SUBTRANSMISSION 

LINE PROJECT (A.15-12-007) 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Southern California Edison (SCE) on December 4, 2015, has sought a permit from the 

California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to construct the Circle City Substation and Mira Loma-

Jefferson 66 kilovolt (kV) Subtransmission Line Project (Project); and 

 

WHEREAS, the CPUC will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), pursuant to the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and  

 

WHEREAS, the CPUC will receive public comments between January 29 and February 29, 2016 on the 

scope issues and alternatives to be evaluated in the EIR; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Project would be located in portions of the City of Eastvale (Eastvale); and 

 

WHEREAS, approximately more than twenty and less than thirty new subtransmission poles (Poles) 

will be installed to hang and/or carry a 66kV subtransmission line (Line) across Eastvale; and 

 

WHEREAS, the areas affected by these Poles and Line include developed and/or to be developed 

residential, commercial and industrial zoned areas; and 

 

WHEREAS, the impact(s) of these Poles and Line would be detrimental to health, safety and property 

values; and  

 

WHEREAS, SCE has failed to meaningfully inform Eastvale and obtain necessary input; and 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Eastvale formally opposes any 

installation of New Poles and New Overhead 66 kV Subtransmission Line within the City of Eastvale 

boundaries. 

 

 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 29
th

 day of February, 2016, by the following vote: 

 

 AYES: 

 

 NOES: 

 

 ABSTAIN: 
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 ABSENT: 

 

 

        _____________________ 

        Ike Bootsma, Mayor 

         

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:    ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________                           ________________________________ 

John E. Cavanaugh, City Attorney   Margo Wuence, Recording Secretary 
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